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ABSTRACT

It is no doubt that Nigeria is a land full of greapportunities. These opportunities are yet to Ambssed amidst highly
innovative and creative minds. Secondary educatidsigeria is a bridge linking primary and tertiagducation which is
of strategic importance in harnessing various oppnities. Even in the contemporary Nigeria goodoseary education
certification had been an acceptable qualification various jobs in the military, industries, fades and offices. Also,
many successful entrepreneurs have become sudcasdfin turn becoming employers of labor. This gafocused on
the need to ensure a stable and viable nation tifinosecondary education by preparing youths forreutesponsibility of

building a strong, united and economically viabéion thus, leading to national integration and depment.
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INTRODUCTION

Education is essential for national integration aleyelopment. It is crystal clear that the natund atandard of the
education framework and the ability to innovateedetine development and advancement of any natiop.ddthe major
recognized tools for promoting the cultural, soe@nomic, and political development is educatiohirfila, 2016).
Hence it is imperative for any nation to investhie education of their citizen thereby giving arfdation and impel valid
and sustainable national integration and developrf@nukwumerije, 2013 in Ugwu, 2015). This will peh producing
good and useful individuals that will contribute anengfully to national development which is thenpary aim of

education.

Secondary education is very essential and uniqusidering its impact to the nation. Significant cdes of
options are carefully made at this level for essérdccomplishment of long-range ambition. It albsoproducts of
primary education, hence a link between primary tentiary education. In Nigeria, the secondary edioa is divided into

two tier system — the junior secondary school d&edsenior secondary school with each tier covdhinge years.
The Objective of Secondary Education in Nigeria Intudes the Following

» Provision of higher level educational opportunitiesschool leavers irrespective of sex, sociaustateligious or

ethnic background;
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« Offer a diversified curriculum to cater for thefdifences in talents, opportunities and future roles
» Provide a trained manpower in the applied scierteebnology and commerce at the sub-professiomaley;

» Provide technical, entrepreneurial, and vocatiskdls necessary for self-reliance, and for comnagrindustrial,

agricultural and economic development;
» Develop and promote the Nigerian languages, artcatidre in the context of world’s cultural heriggg
» Inspire its student with a desire for self-improwrhand achievement of excellence;
» Foster national unity with emphasis on the comnesthat unite us in our diversity; and

» Raise a generation of people who can think for geves, respect the view and feelings of othensrespate the
dignity of labour and respect those values spetifieder our broad national goals and live as gaticens (NPE,
2013)

For these set objectives and goals to be achighiets is need for effective planning and optimuitization of

resources in translating them into reality.
60 Years after Independence

One of the vestiges of imperialism and colonialidm Nigeria, a nation of many ethnic nationalities the
contemporary political, economic and social seinghough the educational system was alien, intensducation
in western values was witnessed in the countrylval that individuals considered anything oridit@mtheir culture
was inferior and uncivilized (Ojerinde, 2011). Fhetmore, he noted that it was challenging and delingnfor
British colonial masters to instill western valuaghe elites, this, to a large extent is respolesibr the personal and

internal conflicts among Nigerians.

Despite the freshness of political practice in M@ea plethora of political differences, ethnicstdist and
religious intolerance bedeviled the nation. In Wards of former President Obasanjo, the nationghNégis a ‘contraption
teetering on the brink of total collapse’. Presgrithere are upheavals by various groups sucheattependent People of
Biafra, Oodua Action Movement, Arewa People’s Casgretc. The activities of some of these assonmtiave become
a threat to national integration and developmentheissues include the rising increase in kidnagpcyber and drug

related crime, armed robbery, pipe vandalism, qdion, among others.

Also, the dwindling state of our social and economnifrastructure especially the health and edunasiector,
road networks and public corporation is alarmingey reflect our failed political system and a dé&fecpolitical culture.

All these amidst other factors have hampered ttiemal integration and development of our nation.

It is no doubt that Nigeria is a land full of gresiportunities. These opportunities are yet to Améssed
amidst highly innovative and creative minds. Theref there is need to ensure a stable and viakllemthrough
secondary education by preparing youths for furesponsibility of building a strong, united and bia nation thus,
leading to national integration and developmente Titilization of the curriculum/subjects (Core sedip, Science
and mathematics, Technology, Humanities, Businésdies, and 34 Trade/Entrepreneurship subjectgredf to
significantly bring about radical change towardshteological and economic advancement in sustaimagonal

integration and development.
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Brief History of Secondary Education in Nigeria

The beginning of modern education in Nigeria camddtraced to 1842 with the coming of the first Gtiain Missionary

educators. The primary motive of these missionam@s to fulfill their missionary obligations.

The colonial overlords did not have and /or disfday interest in the education of the natives betw#342 and
1882 (Oni, 2006). This explains why the missiond aanonopoly of the administration of secondarycation system as

each school within some missions, used its owrrgi®n as to what to teach the learners.

Although the missionaries first set their foot adagry, no secondary school was established &9 vhen
Rev. Thomas Babington Macaulay of the Church Missig Society (C.M.S) founded the first ever secopdahool, the
C.M.S Grammar School.

Graduates of C.M.S Grammar school were employeclaaks. Also the school supplied recruits to conigsin
(Adesina, 1977, P.4; Taiwo, 1980, pp. 12,13; Ade€inOgunsaju, 1984, pp.i,1; Oni, 2006, pp. 26). Tik@ secondary
school aimed at producing graduates who would newapete with the colonial masters, thus produespie who could
do menial jobs such as clerks, artisans, helpeisjrgerpreters for British officials. Thereforehsol curriculum was not

designed to emancipate the Nigerians from enslame(fafunwa, 1974).

No secondary school was established by the colaviatlords until Kings College Lagos was founded @09
and Queen’s College in 1923. Subsequently, fewrstamy school were established due to increasingaddrby notable
Nigerians who received post-secondary educatiosideithe country who knew the benefits of educafidreir agitation
contributed to the rapid growth of secondary edooatn Nigeria (Taiwo, 1982). Subjects that werelittle or no
significance to the traditions and aspirationsha people were introduced for Nigerians (Fafunv@¥41 Taiwo, 1982;
Osokoya, 1987; Molagun, 2006).

Secondary grammar school was the type of secoretiugation that was operational in Nigeria for abunety
years (Oni 2006, PP.57). Just like the English gnam school, students wrote the same Oxford and @dgwd

examinations as their counterparts in Britain.

In the year 1955, Secondary Modern Schools, andtiper of secondary education came into limelightha
Western Region. This type of secondary educatios less expensive for parents who could not affbedhigh fees of
grammar school and also designed to accommodadergtoverflow. Successful students either furtlthrcation/studies
at any technical institute, trade center, teactanihg college or seek junior posts in industgaterprises, civil service,

and commercial organization.

There was a reduction in the duration of secondgaynmar school education from six (6) to five (Eass.
Students who successfully complete the programmiédago on to the sixth form, a two year programmethe higher

school certificate.

Candidates who pass the higher school certificatgeneral certificate in education in either twalmee subjects
would have direct entry admission into the unigrsh commercial school is another type of secopdatucation which
was equivalent to the grammar school. Successfuptaters of the programme who pass the West Afrieesamination
council could go to the training school for offisecretaries in the civil service or seek jobs ulustrial and commercial

organizations.
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Between the 1950's and 1980, few secondary tedhmazztional schools existed in the eastern parthef
country. It's curriculum was tailored towards sBfiisg the needs of the industry. The curriculumfeoance of 1969 was a
turning point in the secondary education as wel@erian education system at large as it was &ahobt of the National

Policy on Education which was designed to meeatgration of Nigerians.
Role of Secondary Education in National Integrationrand Development

Having explained the concept of secondary educattos important to define development and natiaevelopment.
There is no universal definition of developmentr Fgweh (2001), development is seen as a redudtiotne rate of
unemployment, poverty, income inequality and ithigy. In the view of Achimugu (2000), developmesntthie level to
which a nation is able to control various cultupalitical and socio-economic issues for the puepafsprogressive change
in the standard of living of her citizens. This waffirmed by Ehinola (2016), who posited that depehent refers to

quality in the standard of living and economic gtiow

National development is a blue print set up bygbeernment such as quality changes in the polidcal socio-
economic sector and growth in production or outputncludes effective and valuable changes whichamces the
standard of living of citizens through job creatitmw poverty rate, and equality in opportuniti€®ke, 2008). According
to Udeh (2010) in Ehinola (2016), the focus of ol development is to quantify the level of eagnisavings and
investment in production firms, infrastructure, ge@nd services. Therefore the aim of national Idpweent is to promote
freedom, peace, and development. It is a continirmpsovement in socio-economic life of the citizeass well as other
sectors of the nation.

National integration tries to fuse various ethnioups into one. It is a process that attempts itoimhte the
presence of small nationalities with the feelingbaéness (Alapiki, 2000; Farinde, 2016). This ccdgdachieved through
inculcating and assimilating the spirit of onenesindividuals. Assimilation process has failedtlire providing helpful
methods of integration in Africa (Alapiki,1998; kade, 2016). This gives possible reasons for varicultures that exists
among nationalities and bounded by common intenedtrespect (lbaba, 2007).

Based on the foregoing, it can be deduced thatgtieds and objectives of national development isatols
enhancing every aspect of an individual’s life.c&mational development is a short or long term,gelaich is achievable

and aimed at improving every sector of the nati@esnomy, secondary education plays a role. Thesingludes:

* According to the national policy on education, setary education is aimed at developing and prorgatuitural
linkages through Nigerian languages. Thus, studantthe secondary school level should offer attleme

Nigerian language in order to ensure continuity sumstenance of national culture.

e Innovative and creative minds of students can beeldped if the secondary school curriculum is fully
implemented. The trade and entrepreneurial skifisfully implemented will help reduce the level of

unemployment among secondary school leavers leadiagise in national development.

e Moral training which integrates or unities indivals across culture should be emphasized in line thi¢ National
Policy on Education which categorically states that secondary school education is aimed at dewegjandividuals
who are well adjusted and morally upright. Desiostainable development can be enhanced throughatémhuc
(Olatunde et al, 2016). Umoh, (2005) sees educatidrsustainable development as two side of a bente they are

inseparable. For Olatunde et al (2016), both cde@ap interwoven, interconnected, and intertwined.
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Secondary Education Curriculum as a veritable toofor Sustainable National Integration in Nigeria

One of the major functions of education in any sbgis producing a generation with relevant knowlednd skills
needed for maintaining the society thus, ensurioxjad stability. It is a vehicle for economic anacgetal reforms of
any nation. The National policy on education hasvpd governments’ commitment towards providing Evant
secondary education. In order to achieve the stgtads and objective of secondary education in Néigehe Federal
Government of Nigeria designed a functional cuddou which consists of the following groups: Corebgcts,
Science and mathematics, Technology, Humanitiesjrigss studies, and 34 Trade/Entrepreneurship cisbj€hey

are detailed as follows:
Core Subjects

* Mathematics

* English

»  Civic Education
Science and Mathematics

*  Chemistry

*  Further Mathematics

e Biology

e Physics

» Agriculture

* Health Education

» Computer Studies

* Physical Education.
Technology

e Technical Drawing

e Basic Electricity

*  General metal work

*  Electronics

» Building Constructions

* Auto Mechanics

*  Wood-working

* Food and Nutrition
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« Home Management

e Clothing and Textiles.
Humanities

* Nigerian languages

» Literature in English

* Geography

e History

» Government

e Christian Religious Studies

* Islamic Studies

* Music

* Visual Arts

* French

* Arabic

* Economics.
Business Studies

e Accounting

» Office Practice

e Insurance

« Commerce

» Store Management

Outside the Fields of Studies, 34 Trade or Entrepmeurship Subjects are Also Included. These Subjectaclude

* Auto Electrical work

e Auto Body repair and spray painting

» Auto Mechanical work

» Air Conditioning Refrigerator

» Auto Parts Merchandising

» Electrical Installation and Maintenance Work
 Welding & Fabrication Engineering craft practice

Impact Factor (JCC): 6.2487
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» Block-laying, Brick-laying and Concrete work
* Radio, TV and Electrical work
* Machine Wood-working

*  Plumbing and Pipe-fitting

» Painting and Decorating

*  Furniture Making

e Carpentry and Joinery

e Catering and Craft Practice

« Upholstery

* Textile trade

» Garment Making

» Printing Craft Practice

» Dyeing and Bleaching

e Leather Goods Manufacturing and Repair
e Cosmetology

« Data Processing

e Stenography

» Book Keeping

» Store Keeping

» Photography

« GSM Maintenance & Repair

*  Mining

* Tourism

» Fisheries

* Animal Husbandry

» Salesmanship

» Marketing (NPE, 2013 p.12-14)
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Importance of Vocational Education at the SecondarySchool level in Sustaining National Integration ad

Development

The significance of vocational education in sustgjmational integration and development cannobber emphasized.
Thus, among other benefits, vocational educati@mviges the acquisition of skills for self-relianf@ future benefits to
individuals. This was affirmed by Adeyem i& Nwos20(0) who posited that vocational education is faldihg

educational achievement which helps in the idamtifon, encouragement, building and advancemerscightific and

technological talents of students at the seconedugation level.

Vocational education helps average students to basg access to science and technological relaaderias. It
equally helps student who are unable to cope va#tdamics acquire skillful knowledge that will makem relevant and
responsible individuals to the society. Individuate trained to be self-reliant and become emptogéiabour through

vocational Education (Adeyemi and Nwosu,2010).

The aim of vocational Education is to produce mavgrocapable of translating acquired knowledge tdwar
solving environmental/societal problems, thus réuyithe increasing rate of unemployment among y®uiknce leads to
economic advancement, national security and palitgtability. Based on the aims and objective athiécal and
vocational Education as outlined in the nationaligyoon Education (2004) document, vocational etiocacan be
harnessed in producing skills at the secondaryathmal level capable of stimulating creativity gmaviding sustenance

of national integration and development.
CONCLUSIONS

Secondary education by virtue of its position ia ttigerian education system is of strategic impurta Therefore it can
be used for national integration and sustainabtmmal development by emphasizing on those valbas unites us as a
people and ensuring the smooth transmission ofetivadues. In the same vein, sustainable natiortegiation and
development can only be achieved in secondary $shibthey seek to provide and implement solutidmsour socio

economic and political needs.

However, there are factors which are militating iagiathe full implementation of the secondary ediaca
curriculum. These factors among others include tdbasic infrastructure in schools, inadequataiiug of schools, trade
and entrepreneurial subjects not offered in tegrtiastitutions, insufficient qualified personnehdaprovision of guidance
and counseling departments in schools. These awibey factors can help reposition the secondargatthn system in

achieving a sustained national integration and ldgweent.
RECOMMENDATIONS

» Alternative grading system which focuses on the eflgyment of competences or non-acquisition of
competences should be introduced in secondary $&hbbis will help in developing secondary schambie

self-reliant.

e Since teaching is a profession, unqualified indigild should not be recruited into the professionalified
teachers should be engaged and motivated to ettadte discharge their duty effectively. This willlhensure
that right norms and values are disseminated astdléal into learners thus promoting national imtgn. Also,

provisions should be made in tertiary institutiémsthe study of most of the trade and entrepraaksubjects in
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the secondary school curriculum. When there ar@edaand qualified teachers in such areas, it hélp in
translate the goals and objectives into reality.

* For national development to be achieved througloretary school there is urgent need to addresstite of
facilities in secondary schools. Dilapidated infrastural facilities must be made functional as Iwad the

provision of laboratories and libraries where neaeg

* Proper supervision and quality control should be ipuplace to ensure that secondary school cuuuare

implemented effectively

e There is need for proper funding of the seconddncation system. Allocation of funds made availaukools
should be increased and expended judiciously ih bederal and state level. Effective accountabifitgasures
should be put in place to sure that funds are edgxion approved projects.

» Guidance and counseling departments should be meaitable in all schools to help youths grow intseful

citizens.

» Periodic review of secondary school curriculum mustensured to make it responsive to contempoxasials

political and economic challenges.
REFERENCES
1. Achimugu, L. (2000) The agonies of Nigeria Teachest Harcourt, Bawn Press Ltd.

2. Adeyemi M. &Nwosu J.C. (2010). Relevance and Chgéle of Vocational Education to National Developtien
Contemporary Nigerian Society. Contemporary HunegitlSSN: 2006-6511 Vol. 4, Nos 1 & 2

3. Aliyu I.H, Safiyan H., Husaini (2017). The Role Adademics in the Attainment of National Intergartim
Nigeria: Issues, Challenges and The Way forwarterimational Journal of Engineering and InformatiSystems
(IJEAIS) ISSN: 2000-000X Vol. 1 Issue 7, Septemi2®17, Pages: 168-174

4. Dike, V.E. (2005, May 25) Values of National Depeient

5. Ehinola G.B (2016). Secondary Education and Natidevelopment in Nigeria.Journal of Educational Rfeng
and Administration, ISSN 1119 3239 Vol. 1, No 2363 570-578

6. Federal Rebublic of Nigeria (2013). National Policy Education,$ ed. Lagos: NERDC Press

7. lgweh, A.V. (2008) Vocational Technical Training: Sarategy for Self Reliance and National Developmen
Ebonyi Technology and Vocational Education JouStaTvVEJ) (1) PP. 112-117

8. Ojerinde D. (2011). Contemporary Educational IssirefNigeria. A collection of papers. India: Melro&»oks

and Publishing.

9. Olatunde O. H., lyorhuu D. C. &Mando P. N, (2016)amhging Secondary Education for Sustainable
Development in Nigeria. Journal of Educational Riang and Administration, ISSN 1119 3239 Vol. 1, 2\o
Pages: 47-55

10. Ugwu S.C. (2015). Education and National Developmbigerian Experience. Knowledge Review Volume 32
No.1.

www.iaset.us editor @ aset.us






